MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 3rd September 2012

IN RUNWELL VILLAGE HALL AT 8.00PM

IN ATTENDANCE: - Chairman Mr Bill Lansdale; Messrs: Croot, Davies, Dockerill and Sloane. Mesdames: Martin, Payne, Racher and Stringer. Chelmsford City Councillors Millane and Ride.
Minute 82 Apologies: - Mrs I Doswell, Mrs S Varney, Mr. S Fagioli and Mr J Martin. WPCSO Hilary Wilmott
Minute 83 Declarations of Interest – None reported 

Minute 84 Public Participation - None
Minute 85 The Minutes of Council Meeting of 6th August 2012 were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

Minute 86 Clerks Report see appendix 1

Minute 87 Finance

Petty Cash 
P Davies – Travelling £47.60

L Abbott – Saturday Cleaning cover £9.00
P Davies – Painting Materials Village Hall £15.28          Total £71.88

Prepayments

106432
Essex Supplies

Bourneseal




  £262.08

106433
Mrs J Pharez


Salary






Cheques to issue

106434
Mrs G Smith


Caretakers Salary 4wks 

  
  
106435
L Vallis


Groundsman 4 weeks



£1110.00
106436
Essex Pension Fund

Pension




  £362.62

106437
BF Ground Maintenance
July 2 cuts at Runwell Park


  £228.00
106438
JMG Windows &Maintenance Replacement Soffits/Fascia – Hall

£2565.00
106439
A – Z Supplies

Hall Cleaning Supplies


    £24.08

106440
Fingersafe (GB) Ltd

Door Strips




  £405.00

106441
RCPS



Swimming Grant



  £400.00

106442
P Davies


Paint – Village Hall



    £45.94

106443
R Dockerill


Floor Maintenance – Village Hall

    £52.76

106444
Viking



Office Supplies/Hall Supplies


  £101.59
106445
Cash



Petty Cash as above



    £71.88
D/Debit
J & J Pharez


CCTV Broadband



    £12.21
D/Debit
Business Gas


Gas used at Runwell Village Hall

  £345.74











 Total
            £7452.09
The Council agreed to transfer £5000 from Business Tracker Account to Current Account to cover these payments.
Minute 88 Planning

(i) 12/05555/TPO Former Runwell Hospital – All trees overhanging buildings which have consent for demolition – reduce back to suitable cutting/growing points to facilitate demolition work – No objection

Minute 89 Correspondence

The correspondence this month is very light due to annual holidays. Most items are dealt with on the agenda or have already been circulated via email
Received

1. EALC – Annual conference and AGM – Thursday 27th September 1.30pm – BL to attend evening AGM

2. Audit Commission – Appointment of External Auditor – Littlejohn LLP - noted

3. EALC – Budget & Precept Course Tuesday 9th October 9.30 – 12.30 - noted

4. EALC – Chairman’s Day 2 – Thursday 18th October 2012 10 – 3.30 – PD & SM to attend
(1)

Minute 90 Downham Road Development
The Chairman closed the meeting and opened it to the public. Mr John Field was invited to report on the actions of the Runwell Action Group. JF reported that the ombudsman had taken up the issue and was in the process of reviewing reports from Basildon Borough Council (BBC) and Chelmsford City Council (CCC). The ombudsman could take up to a month to complete this process and make a decision. A copy of the report from Runwell Action Group is attached (appendix 2). Following a question JF explained the ombudsman would not be able to halt the development (which is believed to be starting soon) but was able to act if maladministration was proved. The planning decision made by BBC could not be rescinded. The ombudsman has the power to make BBC go through the application process again in a proper manner. There is general concern about future development in and around this area, it is therefore considered to be of the utmost importance that proper processes must be followed.
Minute 91 Runwell Hospital Regeneration

A list of contacts for circulating comments/queries relating to the development on the site of the former Runwell Hospital was agreed. RR reported that an initial planning application had been received for the proposed housing development, it did not appear to be a scheme for an out of town village settlement but was more along the lines of urban intensification. The plan did not seem to follow the remit that had been proposed at the initial consultations. There was some debate as to the amount of affordable/social housing to be included and the mix of more desirable properties to be built. Further information relating to the scale and design of the development needed together the detail of the S106 so far.
Minute 92 Runwell Park – Replacement Containers

The Council reviewed the offer by Essex Royals to rent two new containers. Following a discussion it was agreed to obtain some prices for purchasing two 12x8 containers and subject to price this would be preferable to renting. (One of the garages would then be rented back to Essex Royals). BC reported that the old garages where still being vandalised and it would be advisable to have them removed as it would not be economically viable to get them repaired.
Minute 93 New Bus Shelter

The clerk reported that the decision whether a new shelter could be erected would be decided the Local Chelmsford Action Panel meeting on Tuesday 4th September, further report to follow.
Minute 94 Reports


Hall – RD thanked PD for all of his hard working painting at the Village Hall and for fitting the finger strips; RD also thanked the volunteers for the work to the Hall floor. The radiators had been cleaned; the engineer from Business Gas had not been able to complete his annual inspection due to the set up of the boilers and had made a recommendation to ask the manufacturers back to check the installation and set up. RD asked for the grass to be cut at the Village Hall.

Park – BC reported that the cricket club garages were now beyond repair and recommended that a price be obtained for their removal and put in the next budget. BC reported that due to weather conditions the hedges were extremely overgrown and extra cost would need to be allowed for cutting back. JS reported he had noticed a light left on in the pavilion – BC to check. LP reported that the play in the park was well attended; age range 3 – 11 year olds – 17 children attended. BL asked whether the new sign on the gate had increased attendance at the park. BC reported that the Essex Royals sign was also ready to be installed on the gate.
Allotments – LP reported that it had been a difficult growing year.

Health & Safety – PD reported that there was still 3 fingersafe strips to fit and one more needed to be ordered for the gents toilet door. PD expressed concerns about the overgrown hedges in the Runwell Road.

CCC – RR reported on the problems in Meadow Lane with the travellers trying to take control of the road and making the lives of other residents very difficult. RR expressed concern as to the amount of resources the police used to monitor the area – this appears to be insufficient at present – more needs to be done. RR urged RPC to contact both CCC and the police to get more support.

Public Transport – No report.

Runwell Roundabout – KR reported copy for Autumn/Winter edition needed.

Footpaths/PROW – DD had nothing to report


Police Liaison – No report

Minute 95 Notices of Motions and Future Business

(i) Park Committee meeting to consider detail of the replacement containers.
Minute 96 Agenda Items for next meeting: Runwell Hospital Regeneration; New Bus Shelter; Downham Road Development; Replacement Containers – Runwell Park.

Comments from councillors and public

1. PD further commented on the poor state of the hedges surrounding Moat House Farm and other areas along the Runwell Road. Pedestrians forced to walk single file as the path is not wide enough.
2. JS reported that the tarmac surface of the path linking Viking Way to Regency Close was in urgent need of maintenance; it is unclear who is responsible for this. Clerk to check with Mid Area Highways; there was a query whether this could be added to our S106 projects for funding. Other paths which need reviewing – Clare Avenue to Swan Lane and Canewdon Close to Runwell Gardens.

3. KR reported an overgrown hedge at the junction of Egbert Gardens and Church End Avenue.

4. JD reported an overgrown hedge at the junction of Runwell Gardens and Church End Lane.

5. JD supported RR’s comments on the travellers in Meadow Lane. 
The meeting closed at 9.40pm 

