MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 2nd SEPTEMBER 2013
IN RUNWELL VILLAGE HALL AT 8.00PM

IN ATTENDANCE: - Chairman Mr Bill Lansdale; Messrs: Croot, Dockerill, Fagioli, Grummett, Martin and Sloane. Mesdames: Martin, Payne, Racher and Varney. Chelmsford City Councillors Millane & Ride

Minute 79 Apologies: - None

Prior to the meeting the Chairman reported the Agenda Item – “Co-option of new Councillor” would have to be deferred until next month; Chelmsford City Council have to wait 14 clear working days from notification until a co-option can be made, giving electors the opportunity to call an election.
Minute 80 Declarations of Interest – Mr J Martin and Mrs S Martin declared an interest – Agenda Item Planning: Oakdene, Runwell Chase.
Minute 81 Public Participation

1. SF reported that the footpath by the Quart Pot public house had been blocked recently by parked cars due to insufficient room for customers in the main car park. (Endorsed by SM) Clerk to inform the police and send letter to the landlord to ask that this is stopped.
2. SF reported an overgrown hedge on the junction of Lynfords Drive and Runwell Road, blocking the drivers view to access the road, Clerk to report to ECC Highways.
3. JS raised the issue of the damage to the footpaths in and around the Downham Road development which is causing a lot of bad feeling with the local residents. RR is arranging an urgent meeting with ECC Highways and Officers from Chelmsford and Basildon, there are concerns that the issue could drag on for a considerable period as the development is scheduled to take place over two years.
4. JD stated we had minuted the loose kerbs as Clare Avenue (near No 2) but it should be Keith Avenue. Clerk to chase ECC Highways for date of repair.
5. JS reported a visit from WPCSO Hilary Willmott who had found the missing Canewdon Gardens road sign in the brook by Regency Close/Viking Way.
6. BR asked Councillor Croot about the positioning of storm gulleys and sewers in Linden Road; several residents had experienced problems with the drains and flooding in the area.

Minute 82 The Minutes of Council Meeting 5th August 2013 and Playing Field Committee meeting 12th August 2013 were approved; SV commented that her name had not been listed in the minutes for the Hall Committee meeting 12th August 2013, this was amended and Davies deleted; the minutes of all three meetings were signed by the Chairman as a true record.

Minute 83 Clerks Report see appendix 1
Minute 84 Finance
(i) Payments to issue
Pre-payments
106610            Grasshopper Ltd
Billy Goat Mower repair


  £161.03
Cheques to issue
106611
Mrs J Pharez


Salary






106612 
Mrs G Smith


Caretakers Salary 4wks+locking etc

  
106613
L Vallis


Groundsman 4 weeks



£1150.00

106614
Essex Pension Fund

Pension




  £379.89

106615
D Underwood


To paint goal posts



  £150.00

106616
Brit Gas (Commercial) Ltd
Extra Boiler on annual contract

    £96.79

106617
A & A Elliott


Repairs to Hall car park


£1080.00

106618
BF Ground Maintenance
Park – 2 Cuts July



  £228.00

106619
A – Z Supplies

Hall floor supplies



    £46.26

106620
K Warren


Returnable deposit



  £100.00

D/Debit
J & J Pharez


CCTV Broadband



    £12.21












 Total
            £4986.03

The Council agreed to transfer £5,500 from the Business Tracker Account to the Current account to cover these payments.
(ii) Receipts & Payments 1st April 2013 to 30th June 2013

The council approved the receipts and payments for the period 1st April 2013 to 30th June 2013. RD commented the income was down, Hall bills to be issued shortly will resolve this; second instalment of the precept due to be paid in October.
Minute 85 Correspondence
Received

1. CCC – European Parliamentary Elections – 22nd May 2014 - noted
2. Mrs C Wellby – Traffic Calming in Brock Hill – the council expressed uncertainty as to whether the letter was addressed to the parish council or a copy of a letter sent to the Chelmsford Borough Council and agreed with her concerns but unfortunately the matter is dealt with by ECC Mid Area Highways. Clerk to reply to Mrs Welby.
3. M Rogers – Application to become a councillor on Runwell Parish Council. Chelmsford City Council still to approve that the co-option period is clear. The Chairman asked MR if he would be happy to attend the next meeting when the co-option could take place.
4. EALC – AGM Thursday 26th September 2013 at 7pm. BL to attend.
5. .RCCE – Community owned Renewable Energy Projects 15/10/13 & 22/10/13. Dates noted.
6. Essex Air Ambulance – Grant request. S106 Funding for this year has already been agreed, defer grant request to 2014.
7. EALC – Law & Procedure Course Tuesday 15th October 2013 9.30am – 4pm. Noted.
8. EALC/ETP – Project Management Course Thursday 10th October 9.30am – 12.30pm. JP & SM to attend.
9. Mrs I Doswell had forwarded a response from CCC further to her request to have double yellow lines in Ethelred Gardens which had been turned down as it did not fulfil the criteria. The council discussed the problems of parking for the nearby dentist surgery and commuter parking for Wickford Station.

Emails circulated
1. Chelmsford City Council – Planning committee 20th August

2. RCCE – Community Led Planning Event – Public Health – 17th September

3. Essex Partnership re Flood Management

4. Planning Applications received

5. Planning Appeals received.

Minute 86 Planning
1. Applications received

 (i) 13/01098/FUL Oakdene, Runwell Chase – Replacement two storey dwelling and associated detached garage – Comment: New development out of character with the area which consists mostly of bungalows and chalet bungalows.
(ii) 13/01084/FUL Land rear of 9 Egbert Gardens (Birs Close) – Construction of detached dwelling and garage – Object on the grounds of overdevelopment.
(iii) 13/01099/FUL Heathfields Farm, Lynfords Drive – Retrospective application to regularise horse manege and hard standing to existing stable yard – No objection.

2. Planning Appeals:
(i)   13/00228/Notice – Land Opposite Toby Carvery, Runwell Road – alleged breach: The erection of a building.
(ii)  13/00228/Notice/1 – Land Opposite Toby Carvery, Runwell Road – alleged breach: The creation of earth bunds.

(iii) 13/00228/Notice/2 - Land Opposite Toby Carvery, Runwell Road – alleged breach: The use of the land for the deposit of waste materials.
The council support the view of CCC that the above Enforcement notices are upheld and there are no grounds for appeal; comments to be forwarded to the Planning Inspectorate, Temple Quay House, Bristol by 23rd September 2013.

Minute 87 Runwell Hospital Development
BL reported that he had attended the Planning Committee meeting at CCC, the final decision on the application is to be deferred until 4th November 2013 as there are still legal matters to be finalised and detail in the S106. BL further expressed continuing concerns for pedestrians using the footways along the A132 towards Wickford and it was agreed to write further to ECC Highways on this point. SM reported information from the London Road Surgery about a forthcoming move (to the former site of Wickford Market, adjacent to Barclays Bank, Market Road) and plans for expansion. It was agreed to arrange a meeting with CCC Senior Planning Officer Neil Jordan together with representatives from PCT (to establish the health cover needed for the development); Ian Grundy (ECC Chairman of Transport & Highways Committee) and an officer of ECC Mid Area Highways. The council felt it was very important for the third parties to be present.
Minute 88 Reports
Hall – RD reported the work to the car park had been completed; RD thanked all the helpers for helping with the floor maintenance between 17th – 20th August; RD also reported that the water heater in the kitchen had been condemned by the inspector at the Annual Gas Safety Inspection due to the flue being too close to the window and committee room emergency exit – agenda item for next Hall committee meeting. The problems with the damp wall to be investigated and it was agreed the necessary actions could be taken by the Hall committee. BC and RD to waterproof the brick pillars; SV obtaining quotations for the replacement curtains.
Park – BC reported the new junior football goals had been installed and the other four goals had been painted. BC had arranged with Palm Fencing for the security fencing to be repaired/re-instated on Friday 6th September.
Allotments – No report
Health & Safety – No report

CCC – RR thanked the parish council for the use of the committee room. RR reported the main issues had been covered through the meeting: Downham Road development; Planning Appeal and Runwell Hospital Development.
Transport – No report.

Runwell Roundabout – KR requested articles for the next edition by the end of October.
Footpaths/PROW – DD reported that overgrown trees were blocking the signage on parts of the road calming in Brock Hill. Footpath 10 runs from Runwell Road, through Lynfords New Farm, runs adjacent to Heathfields Farm and then continues to the back of Brockfield House and then follows the boundary of the Runwell Hospital development site past Pitfield Shaw and then continues to Warren Road, Rettendon
School Liaison – No report
Tree Wardens – No report
Minute 89 Notices of Motions and Future Business – Hall Committee to be called if needed.
The meeting closed at 9.50pm
MINUTES OF HALL COMMITTEE MEETING 23rd SEPTEMBER 2013
IN RUNWELL VILLAGE HALL AT 8.00PM

IN ATTENDANCE: - Chairman Mr R Dockerill; Messrs: Croot, Fagioli, Lansdale and Sloane. Mesdames Racher and Varney. 
Minute 90 Apologies: Mrs L Payne

Minute 91 Declarations of Interest: None reported

Minute 92 Damp on south side of Village Hall

RD reported that investigations into the cause of the damp problem had started and he was pleased in part to report that the Hall floor was clear of dry and/or wet rot however the walls of the building were extremely damp and the damp course had been breached. It is unclear where the surface water drains to and further investigations are taking place on Wednesday, when it is clear whether there is a link to the surface drain in the highway then a route for diverting the extra water can be established. It was agreed to ask the surveyor Mr J Owen to return to give further advice as to the way to proceed.
Minute 93 Kitchen Hot Water Heater

RD reported that following the recent inspection by Business Gas, work was needed to the flue to make the appliance comply with current regulations; the water heater went out of production in 2004 and is over 20years old. After a discussion it was agreed to replace the unit with a similar electric version – Ariston Europrisma 15 Litre for a cost of £115 - £125 plus fitting; there would also be an annual saving of the inspection fee of around £80. BC to ask Wickford Heatline for a quotation upon his return from holiday.
Minute 94 Hall Curtains

RD asked SV to report as she was co-ordinating this project. The following estimates had been received and are guide prices at present:

1. Design and Display – Barry Daish

Guide Material Price £17.50 per metre (may alter up or down dependent on choice), Installation extra

All curtains to be unlined, pinch pleats and pencil pleat valances


(i)   Main Hall using existing tracks (some minor refurbishment needed)



8 Windows @ £562.50 



£4500.00

(ii)  Stage Area using existing rods/poles to include side lobby curtains (noting that all tracks and 
poles require a full service (not included)


All stage and side curtains – making and material
£2340.00

(iii) Committee Room 


3 Windows @ £287.50



  £862.50


(iv) Office

1 Window @ £287.50




  £287.50


(v)    Installation 




  £750.00






TOTAL
£8740.00 plus VAT

2. Brenda Hammond Soft Furnishings

To make all curtains and valances in main Hall, Stage curtains, curtains in office and committee room, to supply all buckram and tapes, material to be flame retardant and complies with current legislation – 230 metres required.


(i)   Make and fit all curtains


    
£3000.00


(ii)  230m @ £16.00 per metre


£3680.00

(iii) 230m @ £20.00 per metre


£4600.00








Total A
£6680.00







Total B
£7600.00

Further cost to refurbish existing rails and rods as needed.

3. Carol’s Curtains Ltd


(i)  To supply: 238 metres of bonded fire retardant fabric, metal rails to replace side of stage, 
      
      replace stage rope pull on stage curtains and repairs to rails in main Hall.


(ii) To make: 
Main Hall 8 x Curtains and 8 x Valances




Side Stage 2 x Curtains




Committee Room 3 x curtains




Office 1 x curtains




Stage: Front, side, back. Top and middle and valances


(iii) To fit and dress 






Total A 
£5416.67 plus VAT £6500.00



(RPC to supply fabric)
Total B
£4177.09 plus VAT £5012.50

(No further refurbishment needed to rods/poles this included in the price)

Work to be scheduled for Spring 2014 subject to monies not being required for emergency drainage work to the Hall see Minute 92. The Clerk confirmed that sufficient funds had been set aside in the budget for the project to go ahead. SV to contact suppliers to establish time validity of the quotations.
Minute 95 Reports for Recent Works

RD reported that work to the wall had now been completed, the repairs to the car park had been completed and the Hall floor had been re-sealed and the inspection hatch had been made.

Minute 96 Garden

It was agreed that a simpler system for maintaining the garden was needed with the use of a weed control material (terram?) on the flower beds. A project to be set up once the drainage problem at the Hall has been resolved. JS volunteered to cut the grass in the rear garden on a regular basis.
Minute 97 Tiling
The committee reviewed all the tiling in the Kitchen, Ladies toilet and Gents Toilet. The tiles in the kitchen need re-grouting and re-sealing around the sinks. It was agreed to ask John Drain if he would be able to do this. Some loose tiles were removed from the ladies toilet, BL will arrange to replace these. The gents toilets were in a satisfactory condition with no work needed.
Minute 98 Runwell Village Pre School Storage

The committee discussed the request for increasing storage facilities and it was agreed that use of the loft spaces was not permissible on Health and Safety grounds. The Clerk also passed on a request to remove the existing two wooden sheds and replace these with a larger pre-fabricated garage that had been offered; this request was also turned down as there is insufficient space and access to the rear areas would be blocked.
Minute 99 Questions

1. BL reported a letter he had received from CCC Environmental Health regarding a possible light nuisance to be investigated, further details to follow.

2. KR made a request for the fablon on the underside of the kitchen hatch to be replaced, RD to ask his wife whether she would do this again.

Meeting closed 9.30pm
