MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 11th JUNE 2012

IN RUNWELL VILLAGE HALL AT 8.00PM

IN ATTENDANCE: - Chairman Mr Bill Lansdale; Messrs: Croot, Davies, Dockerill, Martin and Sloane. Mesdames: Doswell, Racher, Stringer and Varney
Minute 21 Apologies: - Mrs S Martin, Mrs L Payne and Mr. S Fagioli. CBC Councillors Ride and Millane.

Minute 22 Declarations of Interest – SV & JS on Agenda item 9 – Downham Road Development see Minute 29 below.  

Minute 23 Public Participation

1. KR commented on the success of the Music Picnic in the Park.
2. JD thanked all the volunteers who helped at the Music Picnic in the Park. JD had been approached to make this an annual or perhaps biennial event, time needed to recover first but an idea to be kept in mind. Letter of thanks to be sent to Mr Pearce for lending his trailer and transporting to site for us. 

3. JS commented on the Music in the Park which he thoroughly enjoyed – head count of around 300 people attended. 
4. It is to be noted that the cess pit at the park is in need of emptying.

Minute 24 The Minutes of Council Meeting 14th May 2011 were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
Minute 25 Clerks Report see appendix 1

Minute 26 Finance

(i) Payments

Petty Cash 
Clerks Use of Home Phone £20.00
Window Key – Hall £3.50 
April addition amendment £3.00

Weed killer & toilet rolls – Park £114.78
Stamps £33.00             Total £174.28
Prepayments

106384
L Abbott


Caretaker (cover for leave)


    £50.00

106385
Essex Pension Fund

Balancing amount



      £7.33

106386
D Collier


Returnable Deposit



  £100.00

106387
NALC



2x Local Council News Subscription

    £31.00

106388
John Drain


Fee for Band Music in the Park

  £400.00

106389
Mrs J Pharez


Salary & O/time





Cheques to issue

106390
Mrs G Smith


Caretakers Salary-4wks + Locking
  
  
106391
L Vallis


Groundsman 4 weeks



£1075.00

106392
Essex Pension Fund

Pension




  £362.62

106393
P Davies


Hall Maintenance Supplies


    £31.94

106394
A – Z Supplies

Hall Supplies




      £5.03

106395
Performing Rights Society
Annual Music Licence


£1782.12

106396
Mike Gibson


Internal Audit Fee



    £60.00

106397
Essex Playing Field Assoc
Annual Membership



    £25.00

106398
R.C.P.S


Part Swimming Grant



  £400.00

106399
W B Lansdale


Chairman’s Allowance



  £100.00

106400
Mrs C Austin


Returnable Deposit



  £100.00

106401
Cash



Petty Cash




  £174.28

106402
BF Ground Maintenance
Grass Cutting – May x2


  £228.00

D/Debit
J & J Pharez


CCTV Broadband



    £12.21










 Total
            £6605.45

The Council agreed a transfer of £4,500 (four thousand, five hundred pounds) from Business Tracker A/C to Current Account to cover these payments.

It was agreed to withhold the cheque to the Performing Rights Society due to the increase in the charge levied. PD agreed to assist the Clerk with negotiations to try to reduce the fee.
(ii) Receipts and Payments 1st April 2011 to 31st March 2012 – the council reviewed the figures presented and they were approved.
(iii) Annual Return 2011/12 – the council reviewed Section 1 – Accounting Statements and Section 2 – Annual Governance Statement and agreed the information presented. The Chairman signed the Annual Return for submission.

(iv) Review of Salaries and Groundsman’s Contract – Defer to next meeting

(v) Review of Allowances – No changes recommended for the forthcoming financial year.

Minute 27 Planning

(i) 12/00842/FUL Sablonville, South Hanningfield Way – Construction of a balcony on existing flat roof to rear of the bungalow – No objection
Minute 28 Correspondence

1. Audit Commission – Notice of change of Auditors.

2. CBC – Notice of Planning Appeal change of dates re Hillview, Meadow Lane.

3. RCCE – Programme of events and training dates.

4. PRS – Details of new assessment and fees – see Hall Report – Minute 31 
5. CBC – Advice of 2% increase on councillor allowances at CBC

Minute 29 Downham Road Development – Runwell Action Group
The Chairman read out correspondence from the group who were having a public meeting tonight (11/6/12) at Barn Hall Social Club with the intention of raising funds towards the fighting fund. Further documentation to follow.

Minute 30 Bus Shelters

The councillors discussed this topic and it was agreed that more people were in favour of a new bus shelter in Brock Hill by the Downham Road stop than were opposed to it and a need had been demonstrated by the names collected on the petition. A clear shelter would not hinder visibility, nor should seats be included; in the opinion of the council this would not then attract youth. It was proposed and passed by majority vote that RPC should go ahead with a new shelter and enter into negotiations with ECC for installation. Recorded vote 8 in favour; Peter Davies abstained and John Martin was against.
Minute 31 Reports


Hall – PRS issue discussed at length, PD to assist Clerk in obtaining a reduced fee, cheque to be withheld. The floor will need maintenance during the summer break. Maintenance of the radiators still to be arranged. PD had completed the patch repairs to the car park.

Park – Problem reported with the toilets and sinks in the small pavilion. Improvements to the benches in the changing rooms will cost approx. £125, it was agreed this could go ahead. BC reported a rotten window frame – to be monitored for repair/replacement. Concerns over possible sewage in the ditch behind Rest-a-While, Meadow Lane – Clerk to report to CBC Environmental Services to review. Travellers have being bringing a pony into the park to graze; hard play area was padlocked without our knowledge – this was broken off. The Clerk mentioned that some S106 funds would be coming available and the Council needed to select from the submitted list an item on which this money could be spent – it was agreed to opt for the fencing to the children’s play area and a replacement slide/s. 


Allotments – No report

Health & Safety – No report

CBC – No report

Transport – No report.


Runwell Roundabout – KR needs reports for the next edition by the end of the month.


Footpaths – DD reported that Dobe Farm, Meadow Lane (also known as Rose Cottage) is possibly being used as a puppy farm again – CBC tba. Footpath 10 cleared. Concerns over activities at Heathfields, Lynfords Drive as lorry loads of hardcore have been delivered and more cars about than normal – CBC Planning Enforcement tba

Police Liaison – PD reported that 5 Lynfords Drive had an incident with burglars accessing through the back garden and stole the catalytic convertor from a van parked there. Police report to follow.

Minute 32 Notices of Motions and Future Business

(i) Runwell Hospital Regeneration – Public Meeting at Runwell hospital Sports and Social Club Thursday 14th June – drop in 12 – 6pm and Public meeting 6.30pm – 8pm.
(ii) Hall and Park committee meetings arranged for Monday 16th July, 8pm Hall, 8.45pm Park.

Minute 33 Agenda Items for next meeting: Downham Road Development, Runwell Hospital Regeneration, Salary review – Caretaker and Groundsman
Comments from the public

1. JS reported that the hedge adjacent to the A132 by the Church field was again in need of cutting back – Clerk to contact agents Strutt and Parker and advise them of the problem.
2. PD enquired whether it was legal to spray weedkiller on trees/shrubs on another persons property – this is dependent on ownership and permission of owner.

3. JD thanked LV (the Groundsman at Runwell Park) for his help at the Music Picnic in Runwell Park.

4. JD raised concerns over possible fly-tipping/illegal dumping of waste in the refuse bins at the Village Hall, waste not generated by either the Hall or the Park seems to appear in the bins!.

5. JD asked why the meeting about the Regeneration of Runwell Hospital was being held at the Sports and Social Club which although close to the development was far away from most of the residents of Runwell. It was explained there was not the availability in the Village Hall for the dates needed.

6. JD offered the use of a compressor to help with the removal of dust from the Hall radiators.
The meeting closed at 10.00pm

