MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 7th JANUARY 2013
IN RUNWELL VILLAGE HALL AT 8.00PM

IN ATTENDANCE: - Chairman Mr Bill Lansdale; Messrs: Croot, Davies, Dockerill, Fagioli, Martin and Sloane. Mesdames: Martin, Payne and Stringer.
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the first meeting of 2013 and wished everyone a Happy New Year. 
Minute 161 Apologies: - Mesdames Racher and Varney; WPCSO Hilary Wilmott
Minute 162 Declarations of Interest – None reported 

Minute 163 Public Participation
1. The hedge by the Quart Pot needs cutting back further together with an area near Barnet Park Road.
2. Report of vehicle/s being parked on agricultural land opposite Toby Carvery – Runwell Village Inn, Runwell Road.

3. Blocked drains along the Runwell Road: The Chase junction and Lynfords Drive junction.

4. Flooding to properties on the corner of Church End Lane by the junction of Meadow Lane to be inspected by ECC.

Minute 164 The Minutes of Council Meeting held 3rd December 2012 were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

Minute 165 Clerks Report see appendix 1
The Chairman read out the clerks report. JS, BC and JP to attend meeting re Brock Hill Traffic calming on Wednesday 9th January.
Minute 166 Finance

Petty Cash 
 
Refreshments £14.77
Window Cleaning £85.00
Water Tanks – allotments £29.10   Total £128.87
Prepayments

106495
Newitts


Junior Goals




  £588.91

106496
J Pharez


Clerks Salary





Cheques to issue
106497
Mrs G Smith


Caretakers Salary 5wks + Locking etc
  
106498
Cash



Petty Cash as above



  £128.87

106499
L Vallis


Groundsman 4 weeks



£1110.00
106500
Essex Pension Fund

Pension




  £362.62
106501
CDBF



1/4ly Allotment Rent



    £79.11

106502
Safe Fire Protection

Annual Fire Extinguisher inspection

  £192.00


106503
A – Z Supplies

Hall Supplies




    £69.66

106504
Viking Supplies

Office Supplies inc 100 2nd & 100 1st Stamps  £150.00

106505
J Chapman


Returnable Deposit



  £100.00

106506
L Payne


           ditto




  £100.00










Total
            £3421.54
Sufficient funds were held on Current account to cover these payments.
Minute 167 Correspondence

Received

1. EALC – Course “How to raise the profile of your parish council” Thur 7/2/13 10am – 1pm

2. EALC – Course “Pension workshop” Wed 13/2/13 10am – Noon; JP to attend

3. EALC – Course “Allotments Day” Thur 28/2/13 10am – 4pm; LP will advise if she can attend

4. EALC – Course “Funding do’s and don’ts Workshop” Wed 6/3/13 10am – Noon; JP to attend

5. ECC – “Lent Investment” - noted

6. ECC – Brock Hill Bus Shelter – Letter to be sent to residents.

7. Chelmsford Assoc of Local Councils – Tax Base and Support Grant meeting in the Training Room Coval Hall Building Thursday 10th January 2013 at 9.30am – BL to attend.
Emails circulated
1. CCC – Planning Applications Runwell Hall Farm, 25 Church End Lane, 27 Church End Lane(amendment), 36 Downham Road and Runwell Hospital (amendment)

2. Essex Works magazine

3. Parish Life Issue 9

4. Essex Replacement Minerals Local Plan (x2)

5. CCC – Planning Enforcement Lists

6. Making the Links – December

7. RCCE Village Hall newsletter – December update

8. SLCC re changes in distribution of precept  and government no capping of precept 2013/14

9. ECC – Mike Shearcroft – Meeting Wednesday 9/1/13 10.30am @ Alderney Gardens to review traffic calming scheme in Brock Hill

Minute 168 Planning
BL reported the potential enforcement issue in respect of vehicles parking on land opposite Toby Carvery – Runwell Village Inn, Runwell Road; RR confirmed this matter had already been reported.
(i) 12/01480/OUT – Runwell Hospital: Reduce to 575 houses (previously 625) with addendum to the Environmental statement; Planning committee and other interested members of the council to meet in Village Hall committee room Thursday 10th January 2013 at 8pm.
(ii) 12/01795/FUL – 25 Church End Lane – First floor rear/side extension including hip to gable roof extension: No objections.
(iii) 12/01688/FUL – 27 Church End Lane – Amendment: Two storey side extension & first floor rear extension including balcony. PD reported he had visited neighbour who was unhappy about the scale of the development, changes to the streetscene and about work near the boundary. The properties in this area are sited on large plots and have room for extensions. No objections

(iv) 12/01775/FUL – Runwell Hall Farmhouse – Variation of condition 8 of planning permission 12/00797/FUL to increase the width of the access: BL reported he had been contacted by a resident of Rettendon about this application. PD to visit the site before comment made. Application to be discussed at the meeting on Thursday; see above. Rettendon Parish Council response noted.
(v) 12/01853/FUL – 36 Downham Road – Single storey rear extension & alterations – No objections.

Minute 169 Downham Road Development – Report by Runwell Action Group

The Chairman closed the meeting and invited a report from Runwell Action Group, Juliet Daniels.

JD reported that a strong letter had been sent to the ombudsman and investigator but no response had been received yet. An application for Village Green Status had been made. With regard to the requirements of the grant offered by the parish council, a copy of the bank statement was now available and a copy of the invoice from John Dagg (Barrister) would follow. 
There was a general discussion on the impact of the development so far and the problems with the water on site and the actions of the developers to counteract this. Initially water from the site was pumped down Downham Road, subsequently the ditch was cleared and now the excess water is flowing into the drains. It was reported that a resident of Carlton Road was flooded on Christmas day and had to be pumped out. There is a lot of mess and mud coming off the site and being left along Downham Road. It was agreed to raise this matter with ECC Highways Mike Shearcroft at the meeting on Wednesday 9/1.
The Chairman thanked JD for her report and re-opened the meeting for business.

Minute 170 Part Street Lighting

The council discussed the potential effects of the street lighting being turned off between midnight and 5am, it was considered purely to be a cost cutting exercise by ECC. RPC response and queries had been sent but no reply received.

Minute 171 Runwell Park 

(i) CCTV – see Clerks report. Engineer booked for Wednesday 9th January.
(ii) Storage Units – see Clerks report, delivery expected shortly, BC to organise sleepers.
Minute 172 Reports

Hall – RD thanked the work party for taking down the Christmas decorations and vacuuming the curtains. RD reported a further table had been damaged by a candle and that the conditions of hire needed to be amended to ban candles/naked flames. (Agenda item for next Hall committee meeting) JS reported on the condition of the ceiling tiles, repair and/or replacement may be needed in the future.
Park – BC reported that the weather was holding up some of the maintenance needed, the hedge cutting and repairs to the safety surface; some uncertainty as to whether the garages are to be removed/repaired; (agenda item for next park committee meeting); containers due to be delivered soon.
Allotments – LP asked for permission to hire a skip to remove rubbish from the site in the sum of £150. Various alternative options were discussed to get rid of the rubbish, the council decided a skip was not necessary at this time.
Health & Safety – No report

Runwell Roundabout – No report
Footpaths/PROW – DD reported that 28 people took part in the Boxing Day Walk, a section of one of the paths had been blocked by the landowner with tree large logs which were very difficult(slippery) to get over.
Police Liaison – No report

Tree Wardens – No report
CCC – (1) RR reported on the planning application re the Runwell Hospital development; the footprint of the site was now smaller due to the section that is occupied by Brockwell House and therefore the number of houses applied for had been reduced; although RPC’s application for S106 funds for open space needs had been turned down, RR felt S106 monies should be forthcoming for other projects to mitigate the effect of the development on the existing residents of Runwell and further negotiations needed to establish these. (2) RR acknowledged the problems with the water run off on the A132, this has been looked at by ECC and some of the ditches have been cleared which has helped the situation. The haul road put in for the Brockwell House development had caused the problem and diverted the route the water takes off the fields. RR has also made ECC aware of the problems in Church End Lane with the ditch from Meadow Lane. (3) RR/LM thanked JD, her husband and JF for their hard work in respect of the Runwell Action Group and the Downham road development.
Public Transport Representative – No report
Website – SF looking into alternative sites as the one run by ECC that we currently use is difficult to manage.
Minute 173 Notices of Motions and Future Business

(i) None
Minute 174 Agenda Items for next meeting:
(i) Website
(ii) Bus Shelter
The meeting closed at 9.30pm 

