MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 6th AUGUST 2012

IN RUNWELL VILLAGE HALL AT 8.00PM

IN ATTENDANCE: - Chairman Mr Bill Lansdale; Messrs: Croot, Davies, Dockerill, Fagioli, Martin and Sloane. Mesdames: Martin, Payne, Racher, Stringer and Varney

Minute 69 Apologies: - Mrs I Doswell

Minute 70 Declarations of Interest – None reported 

Minute 71 Public Participation

1. JS reported a problem with the stage lights. (Clerk responded that spare bulbs were in the Office and would be replaced by the electrician on his next visit)
2. SF reported that the hedge along the A132 Runwell Road by the junction of Lynfords Drive needed cutting back as it was growing over the footway. (Clerk to report to ECC Highways)
3. LP reported that the hedge alongside the Church field between the graveyard and The Quart Pot Public House also needed cutting back(same reason as above and to be included with report – also to inform Strutt & Parker who manage the field for the diocese)

4. BL reported that the carpets that had been fly-tipped in the verge in Runwell Chase had still not been removed. (Clerk to chase up this matter)

Minute 72 The Minutes of Council Meeting of 2nd July 2012 were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. The Minutes of the Hall Committee Meeting, Planning Committee Meeting and Playing Field committee meetings of 16th July 2012 were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
Minute 73 Clerks Report see appendix 1

Minute 74 Finance

(i) Payments

Petty Cash 
Clerks Use of private phones (1/4ly) £20
Fixings for Park £26.08
Collating Newsletter £10.00 
Petrol – Park £47.59           Total £103.67

Prepayments

106415
Mrs J Pharez


Salary






Cheques to issue

106416
Mrs G Smith


Caretakers Salary 5wks + Locking
  
 
106417
L Vallis


Groundsman 5 weeks



£1387.50

106418
Essex Pension Fund

Pension




  £362.62

106419
Mrs L Abbott


Caretaker holiday cover


    £25.00

106420
BF Ground Maintenance
June 1 cut at Runwell Park


  £114.00

106421
Zurich Management Services
LCAS membership



  £114.00

106422
P Davies


Materials for Park Changing Room benches
  £162.12

106423
Images



Summer Roundabout



  £118.00

106424
E.on



Electricity – Hall



  £361.59

106425
RCCE



Course – P Davies



    £25.00

106426
A – Z Supplies

Hall Cleaning Supplies


    £98.22

106427
Viking



Office Supplies



  £105.52

106428
P Nazareth


Returnable Deposit



  £100.00

106429
Father J & Mrs M Delfgou
           
ditto




  £100.00

106430
Mrs J Maslen – Brown

ditto




    £20.00

106431
Cash



Petty Cash as above



  £103.67

D/Debit
J & J Pharez


CCTV Broadband



    £12.21

D/Debit
E.on



Electricity at Runwell Park


  £119.76











 Total
            £4909.60

The Council agreed to transfer £3500 from Business Tracker Account to Current Account to cover these payments.

(1)

(ii) Receipts and Payments 1st April 2012 – 30th June 2012 – Were approved by the council.

Minute 75 Planning

(i) 12/01110/FUL Former Runwell Hospital – “ Bat House” – No objection

(ii) 12/01019/OUT Land between properties in Lynfords Avenue – New bungalow – The matter went to a vote. 7 voted in favour of objecting on the grounds of inappropriate development in the green belt, 4 voted in favour(SF, PD, SM & JM) of permitting the development as it was viewed as “in-fill” that would not be harmful, 1 abstained. The vote was carried by majority to object to the application on the grounds of inappropriate development in the green belt.
Minute 76 Correspondence
1. EALC – Course re Chairman’s Day 1 Thursday 13th September 2012 10am – 3.30pm – PD & SM to attend.

2. EALC – Course re Roles and Responsibilities Tuesday 18th September 2012 9.30am – 12.30pm – PD & SM to attend

3. EALC – Forwarded letter from Nalc welcoming a government move to update payment rules.

4. CBC – Complaint of Noise Nuisance

The meeting was closed and opened to the public. The Hall’s immediate neighbour was invited to comment and his views were noted. No real change in nuisance levels so it is thought the complaint may have come from a resident new to the area. Noise becomes an issue in warm weather when the doors are left open or when the occasional party does not fully supervise children who then loiter and become disruptive outside the Hall. Notice to be put up in the Hall asking all users to be respectful of our neighbours.
The meeting was closed to the public and re-opened

5. Wickford Carnival – Requirements for 15th September 2012. Meeting to be arranged with the park committee to discuss.
6. CCC – Changes to claiming Council Tax Benefit – noted.

Minute 77 New Code of Conduct
The council unanimously passed the New Code of Conduct, the councillors present all completed new declarations of interest which were signed and handed to the Clerk.
Minute 78 Runwell Hospital Regeneration

The work to demolish the hospital has now started and the existing haul road has been re-opened and new speed limits put into force along the Runwell Road. See application for “Bat House” under Planning – minute 75(i).
Minute 79 Reports


Hall – RD reported there had been a water leak following the Annual Inspection of the central heating boilers. The engineer from Business Gas recommended the system be checked by an authorised Broag contractor as he was unable to do a full pressure check, it has also been noted that the heating has been coming on even on warm days and over-riding the thermostat. Work party arranged to do the Hall floor on Saturday 18th August and to close the Hall up to and including Tuesday 21st August; radiators to be cleaned prior to this date


PD reported he had sourced the “fingersafe” strips locally, it was agreed these could be purchased £22.50 per strip and he would fit for free. The estimate for the work to the soffits had been agreed and accepted by the full council, work to commence tomorrow 7th August. The price for draught excluders was £85 (6mm polyurethane strip with 5 year guarantee) – it was agreed to go ahead and purchase.

Park – BC reported that the cricket club garages (one of which has been used by Essex Royals FC) had been broken into and some of their property had been stolen. The council to consider purchasing a new container; the cost of this will be investigated, in the mean time the old garages will be made safe. BC reported that RPC’s steel shipping container used for storing the machinery was also in a poor state of repair and this also will need replacing in the future. (Agenda item for next meeting))
(2)


Park continued:

PD reported that the light switch in the pavilion had been repaired and the new benches for the changing rooms had been fitted.
Allotments – No report


Health & Safety – PD reported that the Zurich H&S course had been very informative. PD also reported on his attendance of the Community Rights Course at RCCE – Feering and also he had attended an Emergency Planning Course at Chelmsford City Council.

CBC – No report


Transport – No report.

Runwell Roundabout – KR reported that the summer edition had been completed and distributed. 

Footpaths/PROW – SV had nothing to report

Police Liaison – No report

Minute 80 Notices of Motions and Future Business

(i) Play in the Park – Wednesday 15th August 10am – Noon (LP to arrange opening)
Minute 81 Agenda Items for next meeting: Runwell Hospital Regeneration; New Bus Shelter; Downham Road Development; Replacement Containers – Runwell Park.
Comments from councillors and public

1. JS reported there had been a road traffic accident near his property in the region of the traffic calming (again). This continues to be a problem area; it is felt the signage is insufficient; as yet no alternative traffic calming scheme is available. Clerk to send a letter of complaint to ECC Highways regarding this matter; to query when the other road signs are to be replaced that were damaged when the road was re-surfaced; chase up responses to BC’s letters on other highway issues affecting Runwell.
2. SV asked whether the Local Highways Panel would take an interest in the problems of the A132 Runwell Road or whether it was set up just for Chelmsford issues. No response as yet from Hilary Gore – reminder to be sent.
3. Draft distribution list needed by next meeting detailing email addresses for circulating information/letters/complaints/queries for all matters relating to the forthcoming Runwell Hospital Development.

4. JD asked whether LV could clear the footpath between Clare Avenue and Swan Lane.

5. JD reported that there were still holes in the pavement in Swan Lane (Basildon Borough Council) where the pinch posts had been knocked out following an accident earlier in the year. Clerk to report/chase up relevant ECC Highways department.

The meeting closed at 9.35pm 
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