MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 4th November 2013
IN RUNWELL VILLAGE HALL AT 8.00PM

IN ATTENDANCE: - Messrs: Croot, Dockerill, Martin, Rogers and Sloane. Mesdames: Martin, Payne, Racher and Varney. Chelmsford City Councillors Millane & Ride

Prior to the meeting the clerk asked the Council to appoint a Chairman for the meeting as both the Chairman and Vice Chairman were not present. Mr Roy Dockerill was proposed and seconded and took the Chair.

Minute 128 Apologies: - Messrs Fagioli, Grummett & Lansdale 

Minute 129 Declarations of Interest – None declared
Minute 130 Public Participation

1. KR asked if there was news about the old garage/petrol station in Brock Hill. JS responded that the property/site would be put to auction, probate had been delayed; it is likely the site will be re-developed.
2. BC commented on the work completed by Chelmsford City Council “hit squad” on 25th October.
3. JD asked about the progress of repairs to the loose kerb stones in Keith Avenue; the Clerk responded that the matter had been discussed with ECC Mid Area highways, the problem had been inspected and given a code P3 but no date had been arranged for the work to take place.  (Tel: 0845 603 7631 or web www.essexhighways.org/View-it-track-it-report-it/Track-a-problem.aspx Enquiry 2253052)

4. RD reported that Mrs Phyllis Simmons (wife of the former Chairman of the Council Mr Norman Simmons) had passed away.

Minute 131 The Minutes of Council Meeting 7th October 2013; Hall/Planning Committee meeting 21st October 2013; Playing Field Committee meeting 23rd October 2013 were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

Minute 132 Clerks Report see appendix 1
Minute 133 Finance
(i) Payments
Petty Cash 

Allotment Key Deposit Returned £5.00
Postage – Allotments £10.00

Postage – 2 Large Letters to CCC £2.80
Measuring Wheel – Park £34.99
Total £52.79
Pre-payments
106649             E.on
Electricity at Hall



  £310.89

106650             Jones & Son
Bird Deterrents



  £141.54

Cheques to issue
106651
Mrs J Pharez


Salary






106645 
Mrs G Smith


Caretakers Salary 4wks+locking etc

  
106646
L Vallis


Groundsman 4 weeks



£1150.00

106647
Essex Pension Fund

Pension




  £379.89

106648
Clearview Communications
Annual Maintenance Contract & Repairs
£1503.60

106652
A – Z Supplies

Hall supplies




    £52.02

106653
Wickford Heatline

Repairs to gents toilet



  £114.00

106654
Blockedbusters

Work to drain




  £252.00

106655
BF Ground Maintenance
Park – 2 Cuts September


  £228.00

106656
Royal British Legion Poppy
S137 Grant Poppy Appeal


  £100.00


D/Debit
J & J Pharez


CCTV Broadband



    £12.21

106657
Cash



Petty cash as above



    £52.79











 Total
            £5904.61
Sufficient funds held on current account to cover these payments. The Council authorised the payments to be made.
Minute 134 Correspondence
Received
1. Chelmsford City Council – Parish Council Planning Forum Wed 20th November 7 for 7.30pm – JP/SM to attend.
2. Essex County Council – Consultation on the future of children’s centre services 17/10 – 5/12 - noted
3. Runwell Community Primary School – Thanks for swimming lessons donation.
4. CCC (Flood Investigation) – Reply re Church End Lane - noted
5. Chelmsford CAB – Invitation to AGM Thursday 21st November 6pm at Hylands Park, Chelmsford. (Further CAB contributions to be sent to the Chelmsford branch.)

6. CCC – London Southend Airport Consultation = Proposed Controlled Airspace ends 19th December. Clerk to review and comment.
Emails circulated
1. Making the Links – November editions

3. Chelmsford City Council – Planning Enforcement – Monthly update

5. RCCE Oyster magazine
6. Chelmsford City Council – Planning Forum 20/11/13

7. Farleigh Hospice monthly newsletter

Minute 135 Planning
(i) 13/05258/TPO 68 Church End Lane – T1 Oak in rear garden – crown lift and remove dead wood. No objection.
(ii) 13/01499/FUL & 13/01500/LBC – Flemings Farm, Warren Road, South Hanningfield – Part retrospective application for the demolition of redundant stables/store and office and construction of granny annexe -  No objection

Minute 136 Runwell Hospital Development

The Chairman invited RR to report: CCC awaiting the reserved matters application from Countryside Developments; large advertising hoarding has appeared by the haul road without planning permission; the first part of the development will be to create the new access and the re-alignment of the Runwell Road; ECC Highways are still looking into options for improvements on the A132.
Minute 137 Brock Hill Traffic Calming

Awaiting response from ECC Mid Essex Area Highways. The damaged width restriction signs are still in need of repair and concern for the sign by Downham Road as this is now unlit after midnight.

Minute 138 Reports
Hall – RD asked BC to report about the work to the drains. BC reported that the quotation to repair the drains had not been received from Blockedbusters. It was agreed the work was needed as a matter of urgency and Curnick’s to be approached to complete the necessary work as soon as possible. RD made arrangements with the councillors to put up the Christmas decorations in time for St Mary’s Bazaar on 23rd November; work party arranged for the afternoon of Friday 22nd November. BC reported the flagpole at the front of the Village Hall had snapped following the recent gales but was repairable. 
Park – BC read out a local press report about Shotgate Park and asked whether it would be possible to find similar funding for Runwell Park. Visit to Shotgate Park to be arranged. No other issues to report at Runwell Park.
Allotments – LP reported the AGM had taken place and rents collected. No issues to raise.
Health & Safety – No report

CCC – RR reported on the budget situation at Chelmsford City Council which was becoming acute; central government funding having been reduced and the difficulties of finding savings.
Transport – No report.

Runwell Roundabout – KR to prepare the Autumn/Winter edition next week. 
Footpaths/PROW – DD had no report concerning PRoW’s but commented on the correspondence item from CCC concerning the local ditches running from Meadow Lane and Church End Lane.
School Liaison – No report

Tree Wardens – SM reported that our local trees had been relatively undamaged in the recent gales.
Minute 139 Notices of Motions and Future Business – Finance Committee meeting arranged for 25th November 2013 at 7.30pm.
The meeting closed at 9.05pm
MINUTES OF FINANCE/STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING 25TH NOVEMBER 2013
IN RUNWELL VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE ROOM AT 7.30PM
IN ATTENDANCE: - Chairman Mr Lansdale; Messrs: Dockerill, Fagioli, Grummett, Martin & Mrs Payne. 
Minute 140 Apologies: None
Minute 141 Declarations of Interest: None reported

Minute 142 New Bank Signatory

Matt Grummett was proposed and seconded as the new bank signatory.
Minute 143 Budget 2014/2015
The clerk reported that the budget had been prepared and included the items as put forward by the recent Hall/Playing Field committee’s; it was further reported that the government will possibly be reducing the Local Council Support Grant, the extent of this is unknown. CCC has estimated this support will be reduced by 16% and the support given to RPC will be reduced to just under £5000. Should the government decide to withdraw the grant in full, the budget for 2014/2015 can be reduced by this amount (the sum set aside for the loft conversion could be deleted) and all  budgeted expenditure can take place. 
The committee fully reviewed the figures provided. The committee recommend to the Full Council that the budget be approved.
The committee reviewed the quotation from MCS Builders for the drainage work to the Village Hall in the sum of £4107 plus VAT and recommend to the Full Council that this work is completed as soon as possible.
The committee discussed at length the possibility of including funds for a Speed Indicator Device. It was agreed that a feasibility study must be undertaken and approval needed by ECC Mid Area Highways. Funding to be allocated for 2015/2016 if approval is received.
Minute 144 Precept 2014/2015

The committee recommend to the Full Council that the precept is set at £61,500 (no change from 2012/2013)
The meeting closed 8.30pm.
